לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
כי תשא
ויעמד משה בשער המחנה ויאמר מי לה' אלי, ויאספו אליו כל בני לוי.
רש"י:  כל בני לוי - מכאן שכל השבט כשר.
In this week's parsha, we learn about the great tragedy of the chet ha'egel.  Am Yisrael miscalculated the time of the pending return of Moshe Rabbeinu.  They were goaded on by a frightening spectre of  Moshe Rabbeinu deceased, contrived by the Satan.  In a short moment of acute panic and frenzy, they veered recklessly off the special and chosen course paved for them by Hakadosh Baruch Hu.  סרו מהר מו הדרך אשר צויתם. 

*

Moshe Rabbeinu descended the mountain and called out,

מי לה' אלי!
All of shevet Levi immediately mobilized to his side.  They courageously armed themselves and carried out justice, killing off all the idol-worshippers, regardless of who the sinners were and how they were related to them.  Shevet Levi thus saved Am Yisrael from annihilation.

Where was everyone else?  If we examine the psukim, it is apparent that only a small fraction of the people actually had sinned.  Only three thousand men, out of a nation that numbered over half a million men, were killed off.  Why did no one except for Shevet Levi come forward and respond??

In order to answer this question, and the question of what is leadership in the larger sense, we must look back.  

Levi's course was not a smooth one.  He had been strongly reprimanded by his father Yaakov Avinu on his deathbed.  Yaakov rebuked him for selling his brother Yosef and for the impulsive way he handled the Shechem scandal.  While Yaakov Avinu did not address Levi's motivation, he certainly severely renounced the means of implementation.  The the direction of Levi's passionate headstrong nature was yet unclear.

However, in Mitzrayim, Levi emerged.

Instead of intermingling with the society, in cultural exchange, Shevet Levi spent their time immersed in Torah study and Avodas Hashem.  When Pharoh approached the Jewish people with his sweet talk, cajoling them into slave labor, Shevet Levi was immune to the overtures.  They had no interest in pandering to Pharoh.  They were immersed in a world far away from status and position and careers and money-making.  By resisting enrollment in Pharoh's public work forces, they gave up their rights to food allowances.  They survived Galus Mitzrayim without perishing of hunger only through the generosity of their fellow-Jews.  Am Yisrael understood how important it was that one part of the nation remain completely devoted to Avodas Hashem, untouched by the whole Egyptian scene.

מי לה' אלי!
The Netziv explains Moshe Rabbainu's question:  Who can vouch for themselves that they are consumed with and motivated only by אהבת ה' and not by some self-serving ulterior motive.  Who is ready to undertake a most precarious task, while being greatly outnumbered, to fearlessly uproot the spiritually infected from their midst? 

Only pure love could have empowered Shevet Levi.  Only a great and passionate, unadulterated love for Hashem and His People could have given Shevet Levi the koach to stand up to their closest family members and fearlessly defy their most basic instincts, in order to protect the eternity of Klal Yisrael.  This love for Hashem had been tended throughout the long difficult years in Mitzrayim by an on-going quest and commitment to study His Torah and to emulate His Ways.  .

Indeed, Levi = Love.
It would not be a surprise to discover that the word "love" is rooted in the name Levi.  Leah Imeinu exclaimed upon the birth of her third son, "Hapaam yiloveh ishi aili."

But as we see with Shevet Levi, this deep intense love is not there by itself.  Its is a result of an ongoing process of commitment and investment.

This is what stands up for our people in face of chaos, panic and breakdown.

A gutten Shabbos from Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh
כי תשא
As we have studied previously, the Megaleh Amukos connects galus Mitzrayim to the sale of Yosef Hatzaddik.  However, in Mitzrayim, there was not complete tikkun, he says.  This was evident by the fact that when the time came to leave, no one, besides Moshe Rabbainu, remembered about the promise made to Yosef, to take out his aron with them.  Am Yisrael was too busy collecting loot.

Chet HaEgel, too, was a carry-over of mechiras Yosef.  This is alluded to by the way the egel was formed:  Michah had noticed Moshe
lifting the leaden coffin of Yosef by way of an earthenware shard on which was engraved “Alei Shor” (Rise up, Ox – referring to Yosef who was referred to by his father as Bechor Shor).  After Moshe went away, Michah took the shard and kept it.  Later, in the midbar, when all the gold was collected  and a fire was made, Michah threw this into the fire and thus, the egel was formed..  The deeper 
message of this medrash, says the Megaleh Amukos, is that the blemish that brought about Mechiras Yosef, resurfaced in the making of the golden calf.

What is the connection or carry-over of the deed of selling a brother and the creation of the golden calf??

*

Rather than directly addressing this question, let us examine those who were clean of the Chet HaEgel, that is the entire Shevet Levi.  

הָאֹמֵר לְאָבִיו וּלְאִמּוֹ, לֹא רְאִיתִיו, וְאֶת-אֶחָיו לֹא הִכִּיר, וְאֶת-בָּנָו לֹא יָדָע:  כִּי שָׁמְרוּ אִמְרָתֶךָ, וּבְרִיתְךָ יִנְצֹרוּ.
האומר לאביו ולאמו לא ראיתיו - כשחטאו בעגל ואמרתי מי לה' אלי נאספו אלי כל בני לוי וצויתים להרוג את אבי אמו והוא מישראל או את אחיו מאמו או בן בתו וכן עשו וא"א לפרש אביו ממש ואחיו מאביו וכן בניו ממש שהרי לויים הם ומשבט לוי לא חטא אחד מהם שנאמר כל בני לוי
כי שמרו אמרתך - לא יהיה לך אלהים אחרים 
In our discussion about mechiras Yosef, in Parshas Vayeshev, we pinpointed fact that the issue had been the ignoring of Yosef’s cries for compassion: אשר ראינו צרת נפשו בהתחננו אלינו ולא שמענו.

Is this not a contradiction?  In both instances, “cruelty” was showed towards a sibling.  In the first instance, it is considered a horrific crime; in the second, the fearless and heroic act that saved Am Yisrael?! 

Family ties and loyalties is a tricky thing.  Is it good or is it not?  It must be quite important.   Our relationship with parents, for example, is so sacred, that honoring parents is one of the Aseres HaDibros.  It is even included in the first five, those that are between man and G-d!  Many mitzvos in the Torah refer to our fellow-Jew as אחיך- our brother.  

Notwithstanding the centrality and importance of family ties and loyalties, we also find a different accentuation in the Torah.  For example, in Tehillim, Am Yisrael are instructed, by way of a Mashal, to forget “your nation and the house of your father” and give our full attention to Hashem.

שמעי בת וראי ושכחי עמך ובית אביך.  ויתאו המלך יפיך, כי הוא אדוניך והשתחוי לו.

It is interesting that of all examples, familial ties and loyalties is the mashal used for avodah zarah!

A new non-fiction story recently joined the books in the Jewish bookstores.  It is the heart-breaking account of a child of divorced parents, and her quest , as a high-functioning adult to heal the festering wounds of disregard and abandonment.  Her efforts are most admirable.  She succeeds in re-bonding with an aunt, who helps her deal with overwhelming depression and guilt into which she plunges upon the death of her absentee and unstable mother.  

However, later, she confronts this aunt as to why she and her brothers, who were innocently stuck in the middle of a battlefield, were completely abandonded because they were in the custody of their father and not their mother who was her sister,  whereas a non-religious nephew, who outrightly shamed the family was embraced unconditionally.  Here is the answer she was given:

“..I would do anything for my brother,” she continued.  “In fact, I would do anything for any of my siblings.” 

“Yeah,” I said bitterly.  “You’d even throw away their children for them.”

“Gittel’s voice remained even and emotionless.  “I did what I had to do and if I had o do it over again, I would do it all over again.

I was devastated.        (Triangle of Despair, Circle of Hope)                

Family loyalties is one of our most basic instincts.  Hashem created the world this way, in order that we may use our basic relationships as stepping stones to greater realty of loyalty to Hashem and His Torah, the ultimate Value System.  If these loyalties get in our way of reacher the higher goals, they become ANIMALISTIC.  We are raised with our familial ties, our group loyalties and preferences.  A time comes, however, when we must rise above, toward a higher and loftier goal.

A gutten Erev Shabbos

From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh







