לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
פרשת שמיני

This week’s parsha, Parshas Shmini instructs us about kosher food.  We are taught to identify the kosher animals by the two signs.  A kosher animal has split hooves and it chews its cud.  There are four animals that have only one of the two necessary signs, and are therefore not kosher. The Torah enumerates each one of these four.

אך את זה לא תאכלו ממּעלי הגרה וממפרסי הפרסה-

את הגמל כי מעלה גרה הוא ופרסה איננו מפריס טמא הוא לכם.  
ואת הַשפן כי מעלה גרה הוא ופרסה לא יפריס טמא הוא לכם.
ואת הארנבת כי מעלת גרה הוא ופרסה לא הפריסה טמאה הוא לכם.
ואת החזיר כי מפריס פרסה הוא ושסע שסע פרסה והוא גרה לא יגר טמא הוא לכם.
The Kli Yakar points out that the psukim should have given the missing signs as the reason for these four animals being unkosher.  The Torah, however, seems to be emphasizing the one sign that they do have as the reason for their being unkosher.  We might have mistakenly thought that because they have one kosher sign, this makes them half kosher. Not so!! Their one kosher sign adds uncleanness to their already unclean state.  In the words of the Kli Yakar, שסימן טהרה שבכולם מוסיף טומאה על טומאתם.  

Why?  Why does the possession of one out of the two kosher simanim make these animals “especially” not kosher?

The Kli Yakar explains that this is because the presence of one kosher siman might mislead a person into thinking that these animals might be kosher.  The misleading sign is “especially” what makes these animals not kosher.

This would explain a certain phenomenon.  The chazir, the swine, has become the symbol and trademark of tarfus, of everything unkosher.  The chazir  is different than the other three animals which possess only one kosher sign.  The siman of the chazir is the split hoof.  The split hoof is the external sign.  Chewing the cud is internal.  The split hoof is especially misleading because it is so conspicuous.  The chazir also makes a point of ostentatiously sticking it out for all to see.

Hypocrisy is the most repulsive and treacherous of all the negative character traits.

Tow years ago, the Jewish community was shocked and pained to hear of the tragedy of a family in the Rova HaYehudi.  This family had become involved with a so-called “mekubal-tzaddik”, who was in reality a very deranged power-crazed psychopath.  What resulted from this family’s tragic involvement with him was the most horrible case of child abuse in the history of Israel.  The children were closed in suitcases for days, starved, burned with electric burners, fed human feces.  The youngest child is still comatose from the beatings he received.  The monster “mekubal-tzaddik” had the father and mother divorce in order that he marry the wife as an additional wife for himself. This family was completely shattered.  The mother can no longer be married to the father.  The children struggle with all kinds of emotional and spiritual issues.  And of course, the youngest needs a refuah shlaimah.  

Can it get worse??

This monster, who escaped to Brazil, was extradited to Israel to face the courts.  Recently, a strange declaration was issued from the auspices of the Rabbonim.  The announcement was for “Pidyon Shvuyim”, to raise money for this criminal, characterized as an “upright and  G-d fearing man”, who was always well-meaning.., and for his family.  This was no joke.

Somewhere, obviously some gross mistake was made.  Misinformation?  Wrong person?  Wrong address? Wicked manipulation? Malicious deceit? What could have happened that the Rabbonim, whom we are told to follow blindly, could have come out with such a bizarre abberation?  

The mistake was pointed out to those that were involved.  However, the follow-up was far from what one would expect, had this been an innocent mistake.  No one took responsibility for the mistake.  No full retraction was declared. On the contrary, the idea of pidyon shvuyim was reiterated  It was very obvious that there was some foul  play at work.  

It is becoming more and more clear that the so-called frum  establishment today has lost its way.  It is deeply corrupt.  The Rabbonim who are placed at its head are in no leadership capacity.  The youth have no example of idealism and mesirus nefesh to look up to for direction.  Everything has become external and for show.   

כי אני ה' המעלה אתכם מארץ מצרים להית לכם לאלקים והייתם קדשים כי קדוש אני. (סוף פרשת שמיני)
A gutten Erev Shabbos from Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh.

      
