לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
פרשת תולדות

אהבתי אתכם אמר ה', ואמרתם במה אהבתנו, הלוא אח עשו ליעקב נאם ה' ואהב את יעקב.
ואת עשו שנאתי..  (הפטרה)

ויאהב יצחק את עשו כי ציד בפיו..

How is it possible to understand that Yitzchak loved Eisav, when he is despised by Hashem??

What are we supposed to learn from this?

ויאהב יצחק את עשו כי ציד בפיו- מהו כי ציד בפיו?  היה צד את יצחק הצדיק בפיו.  

אתה מוצא כל עבירות שהקב"ה שונא כלן היו בעשו.. 
כשהיה בא עשו מן החוץ היה אומר לאביו, אבא המלח מהו שתהא חייבת במעשר? והיה תמה יצחק ואומר ראה בני זה כמה דקדק במצות!  והיה אומר לו אביו בני היכן היית היום הזה? והוא אומר לו בבית התלמוד, לא כך הוא הלכה מן כך וכך, לא כך איסורו לא כך התירו, ומתוך דברים אלו הוה צדו בפיו, על כן אהבו, ורוח הקודש צווחת, כי יחנן קולו אל תאמן בו כי שבע תועבות בלבו ולמה כהו עיניו של יצחק? מפני שנסתכל בדמות עשו הרשע, ועוד על שהיה מביא ציד ומאכלו.

The Torah is teaching us here to beware of the fakers!  They are professionals at their job.  They are dangerous.  They push themselves very far ahead.  Yitzchak Avinu was so impressed with Eisav’s frumkeit.  He almost gave Eisav, the faker, the brachos.

Here is a story that goes back to the mid seventies:

This story took place in a girls’ summer camp, under the auspices of Agudas Yisroel.  Every summer the camp staged a major play.  One year, the play director that was hired turned out to be someone who did not understand that there was a inner circle of girls who basically called the shots.  The play to be staged was “Hellen Keller”.  The play director held try-outs and chose the actresses according to whom she felt were the best choices.  She failed to understand that there were other considerations..

Some girls in the inner circle had very much wanted to play the leading parts, and were bitter that they were excluded.

Half way through the camp term, there was a to-do.  The management of the camp “suddenly” remembered that they never had staged a secular play before.  They quickly decided to ask a Shailah to a Gadol, because this is how they conduct themselves, “al pi Gedolai Yisroel”.  They contacted one of the Gedolim, and asked if it was permissible to stage a secular play in a frum camp that never did so before.  The answer was “If it had never been done so before, then it was not kedai to do so now.” 

The major play was cancelled.  That year will go down in history of the camp as the only year that there was no major play.

By the way, the following year, there was a new drama counselor.  The major play that was staged was “Helen Keller”.  This time, they forgot to ask their shailah..

Why tell a story of petty jealousies of teenagers from thirty years ago??  

It just happened to be that the girl who was originally chosen for the main part was a giyores.  The girl did not remain frum.

Who is to say that this story had anything to do with anything?! 

Everything in life is cumulative.  Chazal say that there are two different sound tracks in this world.  One track is the sound of the sun orbiting, and the other, the sound of the clamor of Rome.  The two cannot be heard at the same time.  Either we hear the sound of the wonders of Hashem’s creation, or we hear the static of all the jealousies and greed and middos ra’os.  This camp was supposed to be frum,  proclaiming the Glory of Hashem.  It is not so clear with which sound this girl came away.
There is a medrash that compares the four malchuyos that ruled over the world and that subjugated Am Yisrael in Galus to the four unkosher animals, who have one kosher sign, but lack the second one.  Edom is compared to the fourth animal, the swine, the chazir.  The passuk instructing about the disqualification of the chazir, clearly emphasizes the fact that it possesses one kosher sign, as a reason for it being unkosher.  

ואת החזיר כי מפריס פרסה..
למה נמשלה לחזיר?  לומר לך מה חזיר בשעה שהוא רובץ, מוציא טלפיו ואומר, ראו שאני טהור!  כך מלכות אדום חומסת וגוזלת ונראת כאלו מצעת בימה.  מעשה בשלטון אחד שהיה הורג הגנבים והמנאפים והמכשפים.  גחין ואמר לסנקליטין, שלשתן עשיתי בלילה אחד..
It is almost impossible to differentiate between the authentic and the fake.  This is because the insides of a person are concealed.  If one conducts themselves passively, then forget it.  Even Yitzchak Avinu was almost tricked by Eisav.  

Chazal teach us that there is a connection between the nation that subjugates us and the middah which needs rectification in Am Yisrael.  According to this,  Galus Edom represents hypocrisy.  As the Galus goes on, the hypocrisy becomes thicker.  

Be aware! Don’t expect to be saved from the hypocrites just like that.  A person truly has to constantly cry out to Hashem from the depths of his heart, if he truly wants to be saved from the hypocrites.
The sefer KolBrisk tells about the machlokes in Chicago concerning the mikva of the frum community. When the mikva was built the conservative and reform rabbis wanted to use this mikva for their spurious (fake) conversions. Rav Aharon Soloveichik zt”l was adamantly opposed to this. Rav Aharon said that this would give recognition and credence R”l to these spurious conversions and would lead to further intermarriage R”l in the Jewish community. It was davka rabbonim of a heimish yeshiva in Chicago who stated publicly and forcefully that the conservative and reform rabbis should be allowed to use the mikva for their fake conversions. The sefer KolBrisk says that they did this because they wanted to ingratiate themselves before the Mizrachi baalabatim of the mikva so that these baalabatim would then appoint them on the halacha committee of the mikva.  HaRav Nochum Eisenstein, a close talmid of HaRav Elyashiv and chairman of the vaad haolami leinyanei giyur, said that they wanted to ingratiate themselves before the people of the Jewish federation of Chicago because the Jewish federation in Chicago distributes money to yeshivos and they wanted to receive money from the federation.

The sefer KolBrisk also tells the story of the conflict between Rav Aharon zt”l and the Mizrachi of Chicago. Rav Aharon struggled against the Mizrachi of Chicago all alone when the Mizrachi was in the process of selling their building in Albany Park to Buddhist missionaries.  These missionaries  would use this building to snatch Jewish souls in the downtrodden neighborhood and draw them into idolatry and promiscuity R”l. Rav Aharon in this struggle was deserted by a heimish yeshiva in Chicago who, for all practical purposes, stood by silently in its effort to cultivate public relations credit points with the Mizrachi baalabatim of Chicago. Rav Aharon zt”l succeeded at one point in getting a Rosh Yeshiva of this heimish yeshiva to sign together with Rav Aharon a statement prohibiting the sale of the building to the Buddhist missionaries. But Rav Aharon then printed this issur in a local Jewish publication. And when this Rosh Yeshiva was asked about it by Mizrachi baalabatim in Chicago he responded that he didn’t give Rav Aharon permission to print the issur.

Galus Edom is the last galus.  Ridding ourselves of hypocrisy is our last tikun.

 a
ואת החזיר, זו אדום, והוא גרה לא יגר שאינה גוררת מלכות אחריה.  ולמה נקרא שמה חזיר? 
שמחזרת עטרה לבעליה, הדא הוא דכתיב (עובדיה א):
ועלו מושיעים בהר ציון לשפוט את הר עשו והיתה לה' המלוכה.
A gutten erev Shabbos

From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh

