לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
פרשת בא
Rabbi Shimon [bar Yochai] continued: It is now fitting to reveal mysteries connected with that which is above and that which is below. Why is it written, "Come in to Pharaoh"?  Should it have not rather have said, "Go to Pharaoh"?  It is to indicate that Hashem brought Moshe into a chamber within a chamber, into the abode of the supernal mighty serpent that is the soul of Mitzrayim, from whom many lesser serpents emanate. Moshe was afraid to approach him, because his roots are in supernal regions, and he only approached his subsidiary streams. When Hashem saw that Moshe feared the serpent, He said, "Come in to Pharaoh."  (Zohar, Bo)

This week’s parasha, Parshas Bo, is parsha of Yetzias Mitzrayim.  It is the parsha in which is the first mitzvah is formally given by Hashem to Moshe Rabbeinu.  There is even what to argue that this could have been the opening of the Torah:

אמר רבי יצחק לא היה צריך להתחיל את התורה אלא מהחודש הזה לכם שהיא מצוה ראשונה שנצטוו בה ישראל..
This is the parsha of the great exodus!  Am Yisrael’s shackles were unlocked as they were freed from 210 years of exile, eighty years of which were spent in horrific suffering and travail.  As we have seen in previous parsha discussions, the name of the parsha is an indication of the its content and message.  The word בא translates as – COME IN.  It is the opposite of צא, which translates as – GO OUT.  Why is the great parsha of Yetzias Mitzrayim titled  בא אל פרעה, “Come in to Pharaoh”, just as Am Yisrael made their grand exit??

What we must keep in mind is that the Torah is not a history book, telling ancient tales of far-off events that took place 3322 years ago.  The Torah is a תורת חיים, live and dynamic.  The Torah is giving us instructions for the here and now reality.  Until Moshiach comes, we are still in our own Mitzrayim, under the dictatorship of a barbaric Pharaoh dictator.  How do we identify this Pharaoh?  How do we face him?  How can we be free of his bondage??

Let us look in the Torah.  We are told that at this point, prior to the last three plagues, Hashem told Moshe to come in to Pharaoh.  From the wording of the Zohar, it is apparent that Moshe Rabbainu was terrified of this encounter.  On a logical level, it was overwhelming.  Hashem was encouraging Moshe, and assuring him that He would accompany Moshe.  Am Yisrael were now ready to be born as a Nation, to move forward to Geula.  In order for this to happen, there had to be full, head-on confrontation.  Moshe had to confront Pharaoh in his innermost chamber.  Pharaoh was the all-powerful ruler in the world.  He felt responsible to no one:

“Who is Hashem that I must listen to His voice?! ..I do not know of Hashem.” מי ה' אשר אשמע בקולו.. לא ידעתי את ה'..

“My Nile is mine and I created myself “  לי יארי ואני עשיתיני..
Brazen, outrageous and ludicrous.

We all have character defects, as individuals, and as communities.  So much energy and effort is spent avoiding real issues.  It is so much easier to repress.  It is so much easier to divert attention, to speed up our pace and turn up the volume of all activities.  It is so much more comfortable not to shake the boat, and to run far from the battlefield.  Why?  Because it is terrifying to defy what we perceive as the powers that be.  Or call it our inner comfort zone. 

As long as we are not ready to confront the real issues, and rather choose to avoid, we cannot truly move forward and grow.  This would explain why we see certain negative phenomenon making unwanted appearances on a personal level, or on a communal level.  When real issues are not dealt with, but avoided, they don’t go away.  They might be out of sight for the moment, but will certainly re-enter uninvited, through some unexpected opening.

Let’s take the example of a devoted employee who’s boss speaks to him in a denigrating manner.  He causes him great stress.  The employee “valiantly” suffers silently and absorbs all the abuse.  He then goes home and finds himself suddenly lashing out at his family.  His behavior toward his boss is one of weakness and fear and unhealthy dependence, under the disguise of valiance.  Better he should find another job, or learn to express himself, than bring all that stress into his home together with his paycheck.  

This example is quite simplistic.  But if we examine ourselves and our communities, the pattern is the same.  We like to compartmentalize.  And for each compartment, we have the rules and values that we assign to them.  The main thing is that we are terrified of confronting whom or what we perceive as the powerful – the “sources” of our resources.  Of course, we run into contradictions. But we rationalize the contradictions away, rather than confront the real issues.  The problem is that when there are contradictions, the equation does not tally up. The contradictions eventually collide with each other.

Confrontation is certainly frightening and overwhelming.  That is why people stay with bad habits.  That is why people leave abusive situations unattended.  That is why communities today are so racked with corruption.

When we closely examine the wording of the Zohar, we learn crucial rules for this geula process.  

1. “Moshe was afraid to approach him..”  Moshe Rabbainu was totally aware and in touch with the fact that he 
2.     was naturally, logically completely powerless to enter before Pharaoh.  Only by reaching out to Hashem’s extended Hand can he make it.

3. “Hashem took him into a chamber within a chamber..”   Confrontation does happen instantly.  It is a careful, deliberate process.

Here, again, we bring the inspiring example of Rav Aharon Soloveichik zt”l.  Rav Aharon is the example par excellence of a person who confronted evil head-on.  It is no big deal to criticize others.  People are full of faults.  No one is perfect.  The true challenge is to confront from within.  Rav Aharon took up issues that brought him in direct conflict with wealthy and powerful people in the community which provided his livelihood and in which he was tightly networked.  Rav Aharon was at the core of the community, and everything he said and did touched its nerve center.  Others looked away, ran for safe cover, and smoothed things over in order to repress and thus maintain their comfort zone.  But this is not leadership.   

Let us follow this illuminating example.

Yetzias Mitzrayim can happen anytime in our life.  But only when we are ready to reach out to Hashem’s extended Hand and confront the evil - will we be on our way forward.

ואני תמיד עמך, אחזת ביד ימיני.  (תהלים ע"ג,כ"ג)
And I am constantly with You, You grasp my right hand.

A gutten Erev Shabbos

From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh    
