לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
פרשת חיי שרה

חיי שרה, the name of this week’s parsha, translates as “the life of Sara”.  On first glance, the parsha seems to be dealing with the petirah of Sara Imainu, and not her life.  And the rest of the parsha deals with Yitzchak’s shidduch.  However,

מה זרעה בחיים, אף היא בחיים.,

Yitzchak’s marriage represents the continuity of Klal Yisrael.  The perpetuation and eternity of Klal Yisrael is the true life of Sara Imeinu.

*

אמר רבי אחא יפה שיחתן של עבדי אבות לפני המקום מתורתן של בנים שהרי פרשה של אליעזר כפולה בתורה והרבה גופי תורה לא נתנו אלא ברמיזה.  (רש"י)
Chazal take note of the great length to which the Torah goes in the story of Yitzchak’s shidduch.  This stands out in contrast to the acute brevity of the Torah with regard to many mitzvos.  Also, many stories about the Avos and other important personalities in the Torah are not included in the written Torah.  We are filled in with the untold parts only through Medrashim.  Why is specifically this story, of  Eliezer’s mission to find a worthy kallah for Yitzchak, written about in such great length and detail??  What would be the reason for such a drastic change of style here??

There is a very profound principle the Torah is teaching us here.  If we properly assimilate the message, we will discover a vital foundation for our entire functioning, in fulfilling the Ratzon Hashem.  This is, after all, what Torah and Mitzvos are all about.

*

Let us go back to the story of the Akeida.  Avraham Avinu had taken two additional נערים along, whom Rashi tells us are Eliezer and Yishmael.  At a certain point, Avraham and Yitzchak proceed, alone:

ויאמר אברהם אל נעריו שבו לכם פה עם החמור ואני והנער נלכה עד כה ונשְתחוה ונשובה אליכם. .
Both Eliezer and Yishmael were not spiritually up to joining Avraham and Yitzchak on the ensuing journey to Har HaMoriah, the unique role of Am Hashem.   Neither of the two were able to discern the cloud of Kedusha on the mountain.  They were instructed by Avraham to stay and wait with the donkey, until Avraham and Yitzchak would rejoin them. 

שבו לכם פה עם החמור- עם הדומה לחמור- You must remain here, said Avraham - with the recognition and acceptance of what your limitations are, and what your place and your role is and what it is not.

ונשובה אליכם - and lest you misunderstand this instruction as rejection, do not despair, Avraham reassured them – We will yet come back to you, and you, in your proper capacity, can be incorporated into Hashem's exciting, larger plan.

However,
Both Eliezer and Yishmael each had their own way to go in coming to terms with this reality.

*

Yishmael had been cast out of Avraham's household.  Sara Imeinu had seen that his behavior was inappropriate.

ותרא שרה את בן הגר המצרית.. מצחק.
There are various explanations for the word מצחק.  The Sforno says that at the feast that Avraham had prepared on the day of the weaning of Yitzchak, Yishmael scornfully repeated the cynical words of the ליצני הדור.  Their derisive claim was that Avimelech was the father of Yitzchak.  Practically speaking, what this meant was that he denied the fact that Yitzchak was the true heir of Avraham, not Yishmael.  This was dishonest and treacherous on the part of Yishmael, for he had been present and witness to the bracha and promise by the Mal’ach to Sara in her tent, about the forthcoming birth of Yitzchak:
ויאמר שוב אשוב אליך כעת חיה והנה בן לשרה אשתך.  ושרה שומעת פתח האהל והוא אחריו.
והוא אחריו- זה ישמעאל.  (ב"ר)

As long as Yishmael denies and resists this reality, he cannot rejoin Avraham and Yitzchak.

*

When Avraham later sent Eliezer on the mission of finding an appropriate bride for Yitzchak, this, too, was no simple task for Eliezer.  Eliezer had a daughter of his own.  His greatest wish and dream was that she be the one.  However, Avraham Avinu severely warned against this option.

בת היתה לו לאליעזר והיה מחזר למצוא עילה שיאמר לו אברהם לפנות אליו להשיאו בתו.  אמר לו אברהם, בני ברוך ואתה ארור ואין ארור מתדבק בברוך.

Eliezer was a descendant of Cham, son of Noach.  Cham was cursed by his father.  Eliezer was told unequivocally that this shidduch would be completely inappropriate for Yitzchak, who was blessed many times over by Hashem.

Eliezer was now faced with a most complicated challenge.  He had to go out to do this job for Avraham, when the success of the task would basically demolish the greatest ambition and dream of his life.

How did Eliezer fare?   If there is such a word, superhumanly well.  Not only did he successfully carry out his mission, but when we carefully study the psukim, the seeming repetitions in the narrations, we find that Eliezer bent over backwards to make sure that every detail, every facial expression, every action taken in the negotiation of the shidduch was done in the best possible way to ensure the positive outcome.  There are details in Avraham’s words that Eliezer purposely deleted.  There are expressions that he added on his own.  He played it by ear, finely tuned in to what exactly needed to be said and done.  Of his own personal feelings and frustrations we would have not a clue, from the expert precision with which he carried out his mission.

There is one word, however, that does gives us a hint. ואמר אל אדני  אלי לא תלך האשה אחרי..  Rashi notes that according to the way the word אלי, oolai, perhaps, is written, without the vav, it can be read as “ailai”, which translates – to me.  This, says Rashi, is a reference to Eliezer’s daughter, whom he really wished would marry Yitzchak. This is the only place in the Torah which has this spelling of אולי.  Furthermore, says the Gr”a, the word אולי is used only to express a desired possibility.  According to this, Eliezer was saying that hopefully, Rivkah would not agree to the idea.  The word that would have been used in the negative sense of “lest”, lest she not agree, is the word פן. 

Eliezer succeeded in his task of marrying Yitzchak off.  In addition, he strikes another great victory.  He successfully was able to elevate himself completely above and beyond his own personal ego and ambition, for the sake of submitting and dedicating himself totally to the Ratzon Hashem.  His reward?  Firstly, he rose above his status as ארור, cursed, and becomes ברוך, blessed.  Secondly, he is one of the few people in the history of mankind who never tasted death and who merited to enter live into Gan Eden.
*

And what of Yishmael?

At the end of the parsha, we are told of the petirah of Avraham:

ויגוע וימת אברהם בשיבה טובה זקן ושבע ימים ויאסף אל עמיו.  ויקברו אתו יצחק וישמעאל בניו אל מערת המכפלה..

יצחק וישמעאל – מכאן שעשה ישמעאל תשובה והוליך את יצחק לפניו.. (רש"י)
The Meshech Chochmah explains that at the levaya of Avraham Avinu, Yishmael finally acknowledged that Yitzchak was the rightful heir to Avraham.  Yishmael acknowledged his belief in the words of the Mal'ach to Sara, which he had previously avoided and ridiculed.

Through this recognition and acceptance, Yishmael ,too, returns.

*

איזהו חכם - המכיר את מקומו. We have said this before, in reference to baalbatim who have hijacked Yeshivas Brisk of Chicago from the children of HaRav Aharon Soloveichik zt”l.  Every person has a specific place and job designated for him.  Every person has great potential and can acquire great merits.  The challenge for the person is to recognize his proper job and place and go wholeheartedly to do it.  Together with this comes the challenge of not straying from the borders of his space, through jealousy and misplaced competition.  This is a great temptation, especially when the person feels backing and support for his miscalculation and fantasies.  








*
Eliezer Eved Avraham was in full charge of all of Avraham's finances.  Money has this funny quality of magically deceiving superficial people into thinking that wealth is intertwined with intellectual and spiritual greatness.  The thin line that separates between pursuing money for Torah and pursuing Torah for money sometimes becomes very fuzzy.  There are even some so-called bnai Torah who drop the Torah altogether and spend all of their time gardening and expanding their investments (tending their portfolios), while parading around in the garb and talking the lingo of a great lamdan.  And just look today how entire "empires" of Torah powered by money, and not merely by merit, have taken over center stage.  

Yishmael had the popular backing of all the ליצני הדור in his ridiculous claim as heir to Avraham.  The question he has to ask himself is, since when do we measure and define spiritual realities by popular ratings of the ליצני הדור?!

Avraham assures them, humble yourselves, recognize and accept your realistic tafkid.  Don’t aggressively push your way into positions of leadership, where you don’t belong.  Don’t usurp authority that belongs to Roshei Yeshiva and Gedolai Torah.  

Humble yourselves, and you, too, are assured of receiving your own great place!





A gutten Erev Shabbos From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh

