לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל

פרשת מטות-מסעי

אלה מסעי בני ישראל

(אדום-מדי-בבל-יון)

והנה הלכו ישראל במדבר מ"ב מסעות שנרמזין בו כל ימי עולם עד ביאת הגואל (מגלה עמוקות)

As sefer Bamidbar comes to a close this week, we get the story of the entire history of Am Yisrael encapsulated in the 42 masa'os in the desert.  We learn that all the journeys of our nation are not just random and haphazard.  They are all directed towards a goal and a purpose.  The number forty-two is connected to the parsha of ואהבת in which there are forty-two words.  What was the purpose of the wandering of Am Yisrael in the desert for forty years?   What is the goal and purpose of all of our historical journeys?

Ahavas HaShem.  Shmiras HaTorah.  Kedusha.

Avraham Avinu was given the choice that his children would either go to galus and cling there to the mitvos HaTorah or they would become submerged and decadent.  This is because there is evil and wickedness in the world.  HaShem waits for man to mitigate evil, immorality and wickedness that it should eventually vanish from the world.  But for the children of Avraham there is no middle ground of plain civilized behavior without mitzvos HaTorah.  They must either confront evil in the world that comes their way through Torah and Kedusha or they will chas veshalom be inexorably drawn into the abyss of immorality, depravity and decadence.

The Kedusha of Eretz Yisrael is a קדושה עליונה and Am Yisrael would be ready to enter this high level of Kedusha only after they would sojourn in the midbar in these forty-two masa'os.  Am Yisrael confronted the evil and wickedness present in the world through these forty-two masa'os that signify forty-two gates of D’vaikus BaHaShem which are expressed through the Shem of forty-two letters.

The masa'os in the midbar also symbolize the confrontation of Am Yisrael with the evil four exiles of  אדום מדי בבל ויון and how Am Yisrael steadfastly clings in these four exiles to the Torah. The symbolism of Am Yisrael confronting these four exiles is alluded to in the pasuk in Chumash Devarim:  המוליכך במדבר הגדול הגדול והנורא נחש שרף ועקרב וצמאון.

Why does Am Yisrael face throughout its history constant persecution and destruction?  Why was is so important for Rome to destroy the Bais HaMikdash and exile the Jewish people from Eretz Yisrael?  Why was it so important for the crusaders to destroy and slaughter whole communities in Am Yisrael?  Why was it a supreme objective of Hitler ימ"ש to destroy all of European Jewry? All of the enemies of Am Yisrael had one objective: to destroy morality and to annihilate Kedusha..

“Conscience is a Jewish invention,” said Hitler ימח שמו.  

When Avraham ben Avraham the ger tzedek from Vilna came to be misgayer, the Bais Din asked him if he is prepared to join Am Yisrael even though he is aware that the Jewish people are constantly persecuted by the gentile nations.  The Ger tzedek from Vilna answered them that he is absolutely determined to join Am Yisrael.   But his determination is not in spite of his awareness that Am Yisrael is constantly persecuted by the gentile nations. His readiness and determination to become part of Am Yisrael is only enhanced by his awareness of this incessant persecution. .

מרגלית טובה היתה תלויה בצאורו של אברהם אבינו.  The מרגליות was "מר גליות". The bitter four exiles in which Am Yisrael defies the wicked gentile nations and continues to cling to the Torah was symbolically a beautiful and precious gem worn by Avraham Avinu around his neck.

The Megaleh Amukos explains that the forty-two masa’os also symbolize all of the generations from Avraham Avinu until the ביאת הגואל.   Each generation is but a link in a chain that began with Avraham Avinu and will reach fulfillment with the ביאת גואל צדק. This is the journey of Am Yisrael through the span of history in which Am Yisrael is empowered by Avraham Avinu to defy evil and wickedness by unswervingly clinging to HaShem and to the Torah.

Why was the Bais HaMikdash destroyed on the ninth day of Av?  The Megaleh Amukos cites from the Sefer Hayetzirah that Chodesh Tamuz was created with the letter ח' and Chodesh Av was created with the letter ט'. Together they form חט and this became a cause for דין and the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash.   Nevuchadnetzar knew this secret and he, therefore, told his nation to wait until the two months of Tamuz and Av.  In these two months they will be able to capture Yerusahlayim and raze the Bais HaMikdash to the ground.  

קרא עלי מועד לשבור בחורי.  The ראשי תיבות spell בלעם because Bila'am was the rasha who disclosed to the world the secret of the propitious time to destroy the Bais Hamikdash and take the Jewish people into captivity.  This is the meaning of the pasuk in משלי כ"א: רום עינים ורחב לב ניר רשעים חטאת .  This pasuk speaks of Bila'am harasha who personified these two negative qualities of רום עינים ורחב לב.   His scheme to destroy Am Yisrael was contained in the word חטאת.  The letter ח' combines with the letter ט' to form חט in the conjunction of the two months of Av and Tamuz - חטאת is חט אב תמוז - which is a time of דין ר"ל for Am Yisrael.  

The response of Am Yisrael to Bila'am is that Tamuz and Av are followed by the month of Elul which is a time of רחמים.  The Zohar says that the month of Elul was originally a time of  דין because in the division of the months Elul was given to Eisav together with Tamuz and Av.  Yaakov managed to take the month of Elul from Eisav.  Elul then became a chodesh of רחמים.   Bila'am acknowledged his defeat when he said: לא הביט און ביעקב which means that iniquity is not to be found amongst the sons of Yaakov because the letters ח' and ט' do not appear in the names of the shvatim.

Bila'am is the most pernicious threat to Am Yisrael because he attacks Am Yisrael by focusing on the weaknesses of Am Yisrael.  Bila'am disclosed to the world the secret that the months of Tamuz and Av are a time of דין ר"ל for Am Yisrael.  Bila'am attempted to bring Am Yisrael down from the high level of D’vaikus BaHaShem to the sin of Ba'al Pe'or by reminding Am Yisrael of their sin in the מעשה העגל.  This wickedness is comparable to a pernicious wife who knows all the weaknesses of her husband and continually assaults him inwardly by constantly focusing on his weaknesses. 

Moshe Rabbeinu  was buried in the midbar בגיא מול בית פעור.  

Moshe Rabbeinu continues to protect Am Yisrael through his tefillos.

*

At this point, there is an important rule to keep in mind.  

We don’t  run away from our challenges.

The instinctive reaction, when a person is faced with a challenge is to run for cover, to flee and to escape into denial.  The position of squarely facing this reality is the last place on earth that the person would choose for himself.

However, 

Challenges do not disappear just because we think we can wish them away, or shift the blame on everyone else.  They keep on resurfacing and reappearing, until we get the message and get to work.

Hashem, in His unending kindness and patience, makes the work as easy and as simple as is possible.  He provides tools that enable us to courageously identify and face klipos-dysfunction, more clearly than ever before. 

הלך וקראת באזני ירושלים לאמר כה אמר ה' זכרתי לך חסד נעוריך אהבת כלולתיך לכתך אחרי במדבר בארץ לא זרועה. 

קדש ישראל לה' ראשית תבואתה, כל אכליו יאשמו רעה תבא אליהם נאם ה'.

Chazak chazak v’nischazek,

A gutten Erev Shabbos

from Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh

