לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
פרשת וארא
Last week, we quoted the psukim in Tehillim of how HKB”H calls each person in Am Yisrael by name.  From the same perek:

הרופא לשבורי לב ומחבש לעצבותם..  גדול אדונינו ורב כח, לתבונתו אין מספר.  מעודד ענוים ה' משפיל רשעים עדי ארץ.

“He heals the brokenhearted and bandages their sorrow.. Our Master is great and very powerful, His wisdom is limitless.  Hashem encourages the humble, and lowers the evil-doers until the ground.”

The Baal Shev Tov teaches that the makos in Mitzrayim, besides punishing the Mitzrim for their behavior, also served to heal Am Yisrael.  

How are we to understand this concept?  What healing of Am Yisrael transpired through the ten plagues?

*

וירעו אתנו המצרים ויענונו ויתנו עלינו עבודה קשה.
Mitzrayim enslaved an entire nation who did no wrong to them.  On the contrary, they owed everything to the Jews.  Wasn’t it Yosef who saved the country from perishing in the famine.  Wasn’t it Yosef who brought all the nations of the world, together with their wealth, to Egypt, in order to buy food, thus building the country to become a world power?  Something had transpired, that enabled this drastic change of public opinion and attitude towards Am Yisrael. 

וירעו אתנו המצרים..

The Netziv explains these words to mean that the Mitzrim blackened our name, they made Am Yisrael appear as a bad, undesirable people with menacing and dangerous intentions.  This was accomplished through propaganda, similar to what took place in Nazi Germany before the holocaust.  This tactic is called ayin ra’ah.  There was a collective consensus to dehumanize the Jewish people.  Ayin ra’ah is the maneuvering by means of psychological tactics.  This enables good to be resented and despised, and to be called bad .  Bad is glorified and beautified and called good. (Before the disengagement was carried out in Gaza, the mitnachalim were similarly delegitimized by the media.)

וירעו אתנו המצרים.. .  Once this is carried over, anything goes.  All the rules can be broken.

What happens to the victim of ayin ra’ah?  Unless a person actively responds to throw the garbage back to where it comes from, this message can do harm to the psyche.  It is depressing and enervating.  (This did happen in Mitzrayim to the men.  Amram, who was the G’dol HaDor, instructed the men to divorce their wives and to no longer bring children into the world.  The righteous women of that generation, the nashim tzidkanios, however, resisted the desperation.)

There is concealment in this world.  Olam=He’elaim.  Resha’im can seemingly ‘get away’ with murder.  This is a quality of the world that enables us to exert freedom of choice, בחירה חפשית.  However, when we see that evil path is blooming, it causes a weakening of spirit.  It is confusing and debilitating.  

*

HKB”H punishes middah k’neged middah.  This is not a game.  Hashem has no need at all for revenge.  He has no joy from man’s suffering.  He also could choose other ways to punish.  Middah k’neged middah is a reality.  A person, through his behavior, creates realities.  We don’t necessarily see them instantly, because of the concealment built into this world.  The punishment is merely the revealed reality, created by the evil-doer himself.  The reverse, of course, is also true.  Middah k’neged middah accomplishes some compensation for the concealment.  It makes apparent the actual reality.  

The מצריים idolized the Nile river.  They perverted its blessings of confidence and security for destructive purposes, for murder, for the slaughter of babies. By מכת דם, it was revealed to all how these waters of life and vigor had been distorted and desecrated, and now were a stagnant, stinking place. Suddenly, it is revealed to all that bad is really bad and very repulsive!!  Suddenly the morally ugly appears with all its hideous face!  This is the greatest Kiddush Hashem!  Not because anyone gets satisfaction seeing people suffer.  But because, white is now honestly displayed as white, and black as black.

The reverse is also true.  When we see that good is blessed, this too is healing to the soul.  This, too, is Kiddush Hashem. 

This week, one of the glorious Righteous Gentiles, מחסידי אומות העולם, passed away:
Miep Gies, the last survivor among Anne Frank’s protectors and the woman who preserved the diary that endures as a testament to the human spirit in the face of unfathomable evil, died Monday night, the Anne Frank Museum in Amsterdam said. She was 100.

Who can forget Miep?  The woman who fearlessly defied the Nazis, and hid and sustained the Frank family. It is of interest to note that she was married for twenty years, and at the age of forty, gave birth to her only son.  This was before the age of fertility treatments.  She was zocheh to אריכות ימים.  In her memoirs, she said that a day didn’t go by when she didn’t miss the Frank family.  She would have given up all fame and reward, just that they would remain among the living.

כי מכבדי אכבד ובוזי יקלו.
איזהו חכם? הרואה את הנולד.

A vision of truth was shown to our Avos.  וארא אל האבות.  We can access this vision, for it is in our spiritual genes.  We can look around and see for ourselves what is happening.  Where decisions and behavior lead.  Do we go for the temporarily popular and superficially desirable, or do we strive for the eternal values of Kedusha and Tov?

כי מכבדי אכבד ובוזי יקלו.
A gutten Erev Shabbos

From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh
