לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
פרשת ויצא

אהבה רבה אהבתנו ה' א' חמלה גדולה ויתרה חמלת עלינו

אבינו מלכנו, בעבור אבותנו שבטחו בך

ותלמדם חקי חיים – כן תחננו ותמדנו..

Hashem, in His infinite love for us, and in His great compassion upon us, has given us the Torah, the Guidebook for life.  If we delve, with the proper motivation, into the Torah, into the stories of the Avos, we will find extraordinarily dynamic and relevant insights into how to navigate through complex and seemingly confounding realities in which we find ourselves.

Lavan is one of the most notorious enemies of Klal Yisrael.  Year after year, on the Seder night, we declare our gratitude to Hashem for saving us from all our enemies.  And enemy number one – Lavan Haarami.  The Hagadah explicitly states that he was even worse than Pharoh.  

צא ולמד, מה בקש לבן הארמי לעשות ליעקב אבינו.  שפרעה לא גזר אלא על הזכרים ולבן בקש לעקור את הכל, שנאמר ארמי אבד אבי.
Why does the Torah leave Lavan’s notoriety as a hint that we have to study in order to fully grasp?

How is it possible to fathom that a father and grandfather should so hate his children that he should R”l want to kill them all?

R’ Moshe Chagiz explains as follows:   Lavan had his idolatry.  This was the most important part of his life, as he says to Yaakov after his whole speech about Yaakov’s “illegal getaway” –

למה גנבת את אלהי?!
Anything that stood as a hindrance to his raison d’etre had to be eliminated.  The peace treaty of Gal’ed was just a farce on the part of Lavan.  Cloaked in his words are his hatred and his evil plans postponed for the future

.  הבנות בנותי והבנים בני והצאן צאני וכל אשר אתה ראה לי הוא, ולבנותי מה אעשה לאלה היום.. לכה ונכרתה ברית…
 Listen to the contempt he expresses towards his daughters who “betrayed” him by collaborating with Yaakov.  And his callousness towards his grandchildren.  Today, he makes peace.  But as far as tomorrow, he’ll be continuing with his plans.  (Ksav V’Kabala)

And continue he does.  
The Sefer HaYashar gives us an important piece of information.  How did Eisav, immediately, at the start of the next Parsha, know to mobilize his army and start marching toward Yaakov?  Lavan was the one who leaked the information to him:

“Did you hear what your brother did to me?!  He came to me, a destitute pauper.  I took him into my house, and so kindly gave him my two daughters and their handmaidens to marry.  Hashem blessed him because of me with sons and daughters and maids and sheep and cattle and camels and donkeys and gold and silver.  And when he saw how rich he had become.. he secretly left for home.  He took off with all the wealth that he made in my land.  He didn’t even let me say goodby to my children, he took my daughters like captives.  He also took my idols and he fled.  He and his whole enterprise are camped at Mount Nachal Yabok.  Please, would you be so kind and go there, where you can find him and do to him what ever you please..”

*

The next time the curtain opens on Gal’ed, we get to see a much more clear picture of Lavan and his true face.

עד הגל הזה - זה שאמר הכתוב ותלחץ רגל בלעם אל הקיר (במדבר כב), 
הגל הוא הקיר לפי שעבר בלעם את השבועה שנשבע ליעקב שנאמר אם לא תעבור את הגל הזה ואת המצבה הזאת לרעה, ובלעם זה לבן שנאמר ארמי אובד אבי (דברים כו), ועל שבקש לכלות ישראל נקרא ארמי (אבד אבי) שנאמר ולכה זועמה ישראל לכך נפרע הקיר ממנו לפי שהוא העד על השבועה כדכתיב יד העדים תהיה בו בראשונה (דברים יד) -  מדרש תנחומא

The very same Gal’ed appears on Bilaam’s way to curse Am Yisrael, and it cripples him as a punishment for violating the peace treaty.

*

The Torah is teaching us about Lavan,  about the phenomenon of resistance to the Tzaddik in this world in general, that has nothing to do with anything rational.  Lavan needs his idolatry and everything that it represents.  He is not willing to stand up without them.  Once he finished using Yaakov, he cannot face him.  And he cannot face the fact that Yaakov Avinu only brought great bracha to his household.  He has to distort history and change the facts so that everything is justified in his mind.  Again, this is because of the Emes that Yaakov represents, and all the ramifications of this.  

The Torah is also teaching us about the craftiness of Lavan.  Just look at his name.  You will not recognize him because he is super white.  You will not recognize him because he is always polite and upright.  He is very crafty and underhanded.  He also gets others to do his work for him, and remains with clean hands.  

What does the Torah tell the children of Yaakov, to those who follow in his ways, who sincerely seek Emes, and must contend with Lavan and his likes?

כי אחי אביה הוא - אם לרמאות הוא בא גם אני אחיו ברמאות.. (רש"י)

When you meet up with a Lavan, the only way is to respond is in kind.  This is the only language that is effective with him, for he has no scruples, and will do anything to protect his narcissistic space.   

This is the Torah’s advice how to deal with abusers and tricksters, when you get to see beyond the superficial scene that sits before you and you are enlightened to what’s really going on.  Nothing else will work.  They are not interested in your proving how nice and good you are.  You are an obstacle to them and the way they need to see the world.  They will perpetually find fault with you, not because of what you do, but because of who you are.  They have extensive Mafia connections (Lavan –Eisav) The only way is to use their same language.

עם נבר תברר ועם עקש תתפתל.

שפת אמת תכון לעד
Shabbos is coming, we must stop now.

  To be continued,bl”n.

A gutten Erev Shabbos

From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh

