לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
פרשת וישלח

In this week's parsha is the meeting, the showdown between Yaakov and Eisav.  After Eisav has been placated by Yaakov's elaborate gift, Eisav extends his hand in an offer of peace and reconciliation.

ויאמר נסעה ונלכה ואלכה לנגדך.
This certainly sounds like an interesting offer.  Here is a proposal of peace, an opportunity to put an end to Yaakov's wanderings and persecutions.  Yaakov has been on the run for the past thirty-four years, fearful for his life, away from his beloved parents, at the mercy of scoundrels, why not take up Eisav's offer?  Here is Yaakov's answer:

ויאמר אליו – אדני יודע כי הילדים רכים והצאן עלות עלי ודפקום יום אחד ומתו כל הצאן.
יעבור נא אדני לפני עבדו, ואני אתנהלה לאטי לרגל המלאכה אשר לפני ולרגל הילדים, עד אשר אבא אל אדני שעירה.
My esteemed brother, you know that my children are tender and that my sheep and cattle are with their young. If they are pressed for even one day, all the sheep will die out.  Please, you go on, ahead of us, and I will continue on slowly, at the pace of the flocks and at the pace of the children, until I catch up to you at Se'ir.

Yaakov politely rejects his brother's offer.  Why??  What are we to learn from Yaakov's response?

At first glance, peace and harmony between the two brothers sounds wonderful, like a dream.  No more fighting, no more suffering.  Everyone likes peace.  It is understandably very popular.

עשו בגמטריה שלום.
Yaakov answers that peace is a very nice goal, but right now, it is a foolhardy and reckless idea.

*

The sefer Birkas Yosef explains the "peace" of Eisav.  It is basically his drive to conquer and control.  Sort of a "world peace order".  And it fits perfectly well with all his vices.  All the midos ra'os are compatible with Eisav's peace.

Anyone with a thinking mind can look around today, and ask in disbelief, what is going on in our communities?  Our communities that we have bent over backwards to insulate and fortify.  How is it that from the glorious "empires" and "strongholds of Torah", we are hearing such terrible statistics of molestation?   And how did we arrive at more than seven hundred single Bais Yaakov girls in North America between the ages of 25 -30??  Perhaps they did not qualify for the zero waistline requirement by many so-called bnai Torah.  And is this frightening and alarming phenomenon connected in any way to the boys’ rebbeim-Roshei Yeshiva- mentors who, in order to protect and enhance their own stature and their own selfish interests, guide their talmidim to demand exclusive and lucrative financial arrangements in marriage?!

And a dayan of a hemishe organization in Chicago speaks badly of people involved in prospective shidduchim because they do not cooperate and participate in his drive for conquest, power and control in the community?! 

How is it that there is such a proliferation of child-molesters and abuse stories in the frum communities?  Especially in the “insular” fortress community of Lakewood?  And how is it that one of the biggest child-molesters, Monderovitz is a product of a heimishe Yeshiva in Chicago?   These are places that so meticulously disqualify and cut out all foreign influences, all “tumah”?! 

What we must come to understand is that there is something basically crooked and rotten in the foundation of a system that is based upon conquer and knock down anyone that threatens its advancement.  This peace and conquer system of Eisav is ANTI Torah.

Even if it dons the fake garb of “insularity” and tznius, it doesn’t help.  The quest for control and power and supremacy is diametrically opposed to building Torah.  It clashes head-on.  You can enforce as many social norms and rules and bans as you wish.  And phase out all contact with the outside world.  But ultimately, the tumah will show its full-blown ugly face –

Because Eisav= gematria שלום is the very same Eisav synonymous with the klipah of Yesod, פגם הברית, promiscuity.  The shocking reality is that they are one and the same.

*
What is Yaakov Avinu’s response to Eisav’s proposal, and what is the message in his words to us?
יעבר נא אדני לפני עבדו ואני אתנהלה לאטי – Sorry Eisav, but we go at an entirely different pace.  Avodas Hashem is a meticulously intricate road.  Although it is very enticing to jump on Eisav’s superficial joy-ride, we know that there are no shortcuts.  If one jumps ahead too quickly, he c”v has lost.  

Slow down!  

לרגל המלאכה -
Get to know yourself!  Become familiar with your weaknesses and your insecurities and jealousies.  (Yes, we all have them.)  How do you handle them??  Is your instant reflex to lash out at others??  This should be a red light sign.  It is the Eisav syndrome.  For the person sincerely looking to be an עובד ה' , there is plenty of work.. 

ולרגל הילדים –

Get to know the children that Hashem has entrusted with you, and their unique qualities and personalities and needs.  Get to know who they are, not how they fit in to robotic “peaceful” uniform systems.  Learn how to go at their pace..  This is the only way to build, the only way to advance.

At the end of the Parsha, there is a list of Eisav and his offspring.  The Baal Haturim compares it with the account of the children of Yaakov.  Eisav’s children are  called ולדות, objects used to advance him and his power agendas.  In contrast, Yaakov’s children are called בנים,  real builders of the world.  

The Medrash points out that we never see that Yaakov caught up with Eisav.  

עד אשר אבא אל אדוני שעירה. 
אמר רבי אבהו, חזרנו על כל המקרא ולא מצאנו שהלך יעקב אבינו אצל עשו להר שעיר מימיו.  אפשר יעקב אמתי היה ומרמה בו? 
אלא אימתי הי' הוא בא אצלו?
לעתיד לבא, הה"ד (עובדיה א) ועלו מושיעים בהר ציון, לשפוט את הר עשו. 
Yaakov eventually will get to Sa’ir.  When we learn to identify and eradicate the Eisav mentality of power, of denigrating and hurting other, then,

והיתה לה' המלוכה.
*

We bring here the following painful story solely for the purpose of examining and identifying dysfunctional behavior on a community level. This is in order to increase our awareness, so that we can uproot this phenomenon from the source.  This story took place about forty years ago.  It is told over by an eye witness.

A woman came to visit the house of one of the Rosh Yeshivas of Brisk-Yerushalayim.  She had a distant family connection to him.  This woman was married to a man who was a chossid.  This marriage had its pressures, being that the backgrounds of the husband and wife were different.

The conversation in the house went like this:

"So your husband is a chossid?!"
She said yes.

"He keeps a picture of his Rebbe under the pillow?"

At this point, the woman's face turned red.

There was a pause for a moment.

He then put his hand on his chest.

"Ich bin a misnagid."

This incident was repeated by the woman for years to come.  It added fuel to a complicated and chaotic family situation, wrought with suffering.  And this woman’s brother, an American youngster who had learned in Yeshivas Rav Chaim Berlin, came to learn in Brisk-Yerushalayim.  And in order to bolster his inflated ego as a talmid in Brisk-Yerushalayim he continually goaded his sister to recognize, value and acclaim only him and not her husband who had a chassidish orientation and affiliation.  And this, of course, greatly complicated, exacerbated and aggravated the family situation.  One child in this family eventually suffered emotional collapse and breakdown.

 This fake garb of Torah, tznius and insularity and of fake family fraternity is synonymous with the klipah of Yesod,  פגם הברית, promiscuity.  The shocking reality is that they are one and the same.  It is no wonder that Yaakov Avinu was so concerned about the safety of his children.


ואני אתנהלה לאטי לרגל המלאכה אשר לפני ולרגל הילדים.

May we be zocheh to fulfill Yaakov Avinu’s timeless guiding words.

תלמידי חכמים מרבים שלום בעולם שנאמר, וכל בניך למודי ה' ורב שלום בניך

אל תקרי בניך אלא בוניך.

A gutten Erev Shabbos From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh

