לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
פרשת יתרו 
עשרת הדברים נתנו כנגד עשרה מאמרות שבהם נברא העולם
אנכי כנגד יהי אור (בראשית א ב) וכן הוא אומר (ישעיה ס ׳ י״ט) והיה ה׳ לך לאור עולם. (פסיקתא כ״א)

The Aseres Hadibros were given parallel to the Ten Utterances through which the world was created.  

“I am Hashem your G-d” is parallel to “Let there be light”.

There is an enigmatic medrash that states the following:

ר' אבהו אמר מתחלת ברייתו של עולם צפה הקב"ה מעשיהן של צדיקים ומעשיהן של רשעים. והארץ היתה תהו זה מעשיהן של רשעים ויאמר אלקים יהי אור זה מעשיהם של צדיקים, אבל איני יודע באי זה מהן חפץ ממה דכתיב וירא אלקים את האור כי טוב הוי במעשיהן של צדיקים הוא חפץ ואינו חפץ במעשיהן של רשעים.  (ילקוט שמעוני)

R’ Abahu said, “In the beginning of the creation of the world, Hashem foresaw the deeds of the tzaddikim and the deeds of the evil-doers.  “And the world was tohu”, this refers to the deeds of the resha’im.  “And Hashem said let there be light”, this refers to the deeds of the righteous.  However, I do not know which Hashem desires.  From the passuk that states, “And Hashem saw that the Light was good”, it is clear that He desires the deeds of the tzaddikim and not the deeds of the evil-doers.

How are we to understand the words of this medrash?!  What could be the question?  Of course Hashem desires the deeds of the Tzaddikim!  Why is it a question at all? 

In this weeks parsha, Am Yisrael receives the Torah.  On this day, the purpose for which Hashem created the world became an actuality.  בראשית – Rashi says בשביל התורה שנקראת ראשית.  Further on, it says, ויהי ערב ויהי בקר יום הששי, and Rashi says, יום הששי - כלם תלוים ועומדים עד יום הששי הוא ששי בסיון (ס"א שביום ו' בסיון שקבלו ישראל התורה נתחזקו כל יצירת בראשית ונחשב כאילו נברא העולם עתה וזהו יום הששי בה"א שאותו יום ו' בסיון) המוכן למתן תורה.
The world, at the time of creation was “holding its breath”, waiting for the sixth day of Sivan, the momentous and pivotal  day on which Am Yisrael would receive the Torah.  Indeed, as was quoted above, the Aseres Hadibros were said parallel to the Ten Utterances through which the world was created.  The root of the word מאמרות is אמר.  The root of דיברות is דבר.  Although both words connote communication, דבר is much stronger and intense than אמר.  דיברות are much stronger than מאמרות.  The reality of the Torah supercedes the reality of creation.  Hashem “looked into the Torah” to create the world.  The Torah is the blueprint of the world. 

Let us contemplate this lesson.  We experience the world with our senses.  We see what goes on.  We see people and their behavior.  We see very confusing things.  We see a reality which seems to run contrary to the Torah, chas vashalom.   It seems that man succeeds through the might of his own hands.  We see that those that go on a crooked path seem to get places.  It seems that the righteous are sometimes left behind, downtrodden, with nothing going for them.  והארץ היתה תהו - It is baffling.  It is confusing.  It is confounding.  How is a person to conduct himself, to succeed, and not to fail?!

וירא אלקים את האור כי טוב הוי במעשיהן של צדיקים הוא חפץ ואינו חפץ במעשיהן של רשעים
Hashem desires the ways of the righteous.

The seeming success of the resha’im, of evil is not real.  It is only momentary, temporary.  It is a distorted illusion of reality.  Times passes like the blink of an eye, and the illusion completely disapates, the empire of evil disappears.  

The way of the Tzaddik is the straight path of the Torah.  Torah supercedes creation, and the way of Torah is the way that prevails.  It is timeless, it is eternal.

It is very fascinating to see these principals come alive before our eyes.  Rav Aharon Soloveichik exemplifies the Tzaddik, through the way he always conducted himself, going on a straight path of Torah, and never compromising or surrendering to the worldly pressures.  He was subjected to great jealousies and persecutions.  He was fired from his job.  His own yeshivah was isolated by powerful and evil politicians and Rav Aharon was financially pressed.  He suffered a debilitating stroke as the result of all the trouble.  

This creates for us a question.  What does Hashem want from us??  That we follow the way of the Tzaddikim - or the way of evil, of flattery, of manipulating the forces-that-be, of courting and flattering and compromising  in order to get ahead.  Doesn’t this seem to be the real-world way to build something for ourselves?  Isn’t this the way to influence and affect the world??  Look at all the empires that were built in this manner!

Or are we supposed to follow the way of the Tzaddikim?  It seems so impossible, it seems not the way of success, of hatzlacha, of impacting the world??  It is a question that baffles us. 

והארץ היתה תהו- זה מעשיהן של רשעים.

Last  year, on Erev Pesach, we all recited Bircas HaChamah, on the completion of the 28 year cycle of the sun, and the start of the new cycle.  It was noted that the new cycle is the 207th cycle since creation , the gematria of אור .  That would make the cycle completed, the 206th cycle, the gematria of דבר.  When we contemplate the twenty-eight years that had gone by, it is very apparent how appropriate דבר is, to encapsulate the essence of these years.  Considering the enormous strides this planet has made in the area of communication, one can almost say that it is a different world that we live in today.  The enormous tools of communication that Hashem has sent down to this world is staggering, mind-boggling.  The communication capacity to reach out and affect people is so altered, it is hard to compare the world to what it was like prior to all these tools.  

These tools were created for the purpose of the אור התורה.  

And so we see happening before our eyes..  Those that were jealous of Rav Aharon and of Torah, the great mesores of Torah that he had to teach, tried to crush him.  They tried to close down his yeshivah, and still today continue to try and block his children, ממשיכי דרכו, from spreading his Torah.  But it is a big joke.  Who can stop the Torah today, when Hashem has made everything so accessible, so easy, so simple.

And so with great excitement, we looks forwards toward these twenty-eight years of אור, of the world being filled with Torah, authentic Torah, ומלאה הארץ דעה את ה' כמים לים מכסים.  

Empires with great, extensive, inflated budgets can build big buildings and campuses.  They can make a lot of noise.  But all these things are so temporary.  For only Torah is אור.  Only Torah endures.  

יבש חציר נבל ציץ ודבר אלקינו יקום לעולם

A gutten Shabbos

From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh

